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Korea'’s historical recognition of the Sea of Japan has apparent errors.

The name “Sea of Japan” is the only internationally established name for the sea area

concerned.

The International Hydrographic Organization (IHO), the worldwide authority on
oceanic names, is scheduled to hold a general meeting in Monaco from 23rd of April this
year, and guideline S-23 (LIMITS OF OCEANS AND SEAS) which describes the
boundaries and name of the waters of the world will be on the agenda. In this guideline,
from the first 1929 edition to the current third edition published in 1953, the name of
“Sea of Japan” has always been described as "JAPAN SEA", and on this upcoming THO

General Assembly, it will be discussed for the fourth edition.

The ROK government, despite the fact that it had been officially agreed to the name
“Sea of Japan” until then, challenged the name “Sea of Japan” in the 6th United
Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names (UNCSGN) in 1992,
and claimed the name “Sea of Japan” to be changed to "East Sea," or that both names be
used together. Since then, ROK has been actively campaigning in various venues that

both "EastSea" and "Sea of Japan" to be written.

As a part of these activities, Korean-American Association of Virginia submitted a
petition “to correct a FALSE history in our textbooks” to the U.S. government in March
this year, and more than 25,000 people already signed online. It is reported that the

federal government would take action and respond to that petition in the near future.

However, ROK’s claim has apparent errors in its recognition of history and there is no
validity at all. T respectfully present the following historical facts with regard to the
ROK claim. I would like to request the United States government and all the associated
nations of the International Hydrographic Organization to review them and make an

informed decision.

ROK’s claim

ROK presents the following two points as reasons the name “Sea of Japan” to be
replaced with the name "EastSea.”

1. For the past 2000 years, even before the birth of Christ, the name "EastSea" has

been used in the KoreanPeninsula.



2. The name “Sea of Japan” became widespread as a result of Japanese expansionism
and colonial rule. Korea did not have the opportunity to claim the legitimacy of
the name "EastSea" to the international community during its Japanese
colonization period, when the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO)
published its first edition of the "Limits of Oceans and Seas" and adopted the
“Sea of Japan” in 1929.

I would like to counter the above claims by the following facts:

2000 years ago, "EastSea" was a name for the BohaiSea (E)Vf).

As regards to the reason 1 above, ROK’s assertion is based on the words “near the East
Sea(# 2 7&)” written in the chapter "History of the Koguryo(& ]#) Kingdom" in the
Chinese book “History of the Three Kingdom(=[E5 )", which described the national
foundation of Koguryo(37 BC). However, this "EastSea" does NOT indicate the Sea of

Japan, but BohaiSea.

The founding of Koguryo took place at the root of Liaodong Peninsula of China,
upstream of YaluRiver. Between the Sea of Japan and Koguryo, a tribal state of
Okjeo(JK7H) prevailed during the period. At the time of its national foundation,

Koguryo was not adjacent to the Sea of Japan. Moreover, in the book “History of the

ThreeKingdom”, Koguryo is considered as a part of Chinese history and is not related to
the national history of Korea. In other word, Koguryo had nothing to do with Korea. In
addition, LiaodongPeninsula, close to where Koguryo was founded, protrudes between
the BohaiSea and Yellow Sea, and those two seas combined were called "EastSea" in
both China and the KoreanPeninsula. In conclusion, Korea’s claim that “For the past

2000 years, the name "EastSea" has been used in the KoreanPeninsula” is groundless.

The inscription of "EastSea" on 1600-year-old Stele refers to the region in where the
grave-keepers resided.

ROK presented the word “Donhacko (BRIEE)” in Gwanggaeto Stele(/ABH +F ) of
Koguryo as another evidence. However, following after the word “Donhaemai”, the
characters “3 State Tomb Keepers and 5 Regular Tomb Keepers([E{H —F HH 1)
are engraved. This indicates that there was a region called “Donhaemai” as one of the
listed regions where caretakers of Gwanggaeto’s tombs resided. In conclusion, this

“Donhae(EastSea)” does not represent the name of the Sea of Japan.



"EastSea" in the map of 500 years ago show the location of the shrine of God

ROK presented the word “EastSea” in the map “Map of eight provinces (J\JE#[X)”
(1530) in the geography book “The Revised Atlas of the Eastern Countries and
Regions(HrHE #i[E Ei [P ) ” and claimed it to be Sea of Japan. However, the word
“EastSea” is written on the land, and in the postscript of the book, it is described that
this “EastSea” indicates the location of the shrine dedicated to the God of the eastern

coast of Korean peninsula. It is impossible to identify this “EastSea” with the “Sea of

Japan.”

In fact, as written in the periphery of the map “to the east, it leads to the Ocean(HE K
##)”, the coastal sea and the open sea were distinguished and the open sea was

recognized as the ocean(K##). “The Revised Atlas of the Eastern Countries and

Regions” was completed following the editorial policy of the imperial geography of the
Ming empire (#) (1368-1644). “Records of the unity of the Great Ming(A#—#4)",
stipulates the open sea as “to the east, it leads to the Sea(Bi#ii#)” at the peripheral of

the map. Expanding the area of “EastSea” from the coast to the Ocean (Sea of Japan) is

equivalent to renaming the Atlantic Ocean to the East Coast of the United States.

"EastSea" in the patriotic anthem of ROK indicates the coast.

After the 20th century, ROK started to expand the area of the “EastSea” to the Sea of
Japan. ROK interpreted the “EastSea” in the lyric “the EastSea's waters run dry” of the
National Anthem as the “Sea of Japan”. The lyrics are written in 1907 and became the

national anthem in 1948 ".

However, in his book "The Fishery Guide of Sea around Korea (#Z/£45,475#)) "(1903),
published by KuzuuShuusuke(&y £ & 5) stipulated that the “East Sea” indicates the

coast from Tumen River in North-eastern Province of Hamgyeong-do to the near Busan

in South-eastern Province of Gyeongsang-do and “East Sea” is “a part of the Sea of
Japan which forms large inland sea.” Likewise, in the book “Painful History of Korea (5%

B A 51)” (1915), written by Park Eun-sik(f} % i), the second President of the

Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in Shanghai, wrote that “Korea is a

country located on a peninsular in Southeast Asia. To the east, the boundary stays along
the coast of “BlueSea(J& 1), separated from the Sea of Japan, and to the west it meets
Yellow Sea, facing two Chinese Provinces of Jiangsu and Shandong.” Even after the

National Anthem was written, he recognized that the “Sea of Japan” spread outside of



Korean east coast (BlueSea).

These facts suggest that the ROK’s claim that the name of “EastSea” precedes the

Nativity is groundless.

Japan's claim

ROK’s second reason for this claim can be invalidated as well.

In conclusion, the name of the"Sea of Japan" has been established internationally by the

early 19th century.

The name "JapanSea" is first published in the "World Atlas," written by an Italian
missionary Matteo Ricci in the early 17th century. Various names including the “Sea of
Japan,” "Sea of Korea," "OrientalSea" and "Sea of China" were used in maps published

in Western countries by the end of 18th century.

However, according to the survey conducted by Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it is
confirmed that the name “Sea of Japan” has been used far more often than any other
names since the beginning of 19th century. As for the ratio of the names used for the
waters in concern in the 19th century maps, a survey of 1,213 maps from the U.S.
Library of Congress found that 87 percent used “Sea of Japan”, 8 percent used “Sea of
Korea”, and 5 percent used other terms. A survey of 58 maps from the British Library
and the University of Cambridge found that 86 percent used “Sea of Japan”, while 14
percent used “Sea of Korea”. A survey of 215 maps in the French National Library found
that 95 percent used “Sea of Japan”, 3 percent used “Sea of Korea” and 2 percent used

other terms. No 19th century map in these libraries used the name “East Sea”.

Western countries established the name "Japan Sea" by the early 19th century.

Considered above, the name of the “Sea of Japan” is established before the early 19th
century by the people in Europe and America. During this period, Japan was under an
isolationist policy, and Japan could not have, at that time, had an influence on the
international community regarding naming of the sea. Therefore, the claim made by
ROK that the name “Sea of Japan” became prevalent as a result of Japanese

expansionism and colonial rule makes no sense.

ROK’s map survey counts three different names as one.



ROK’s investigation of old maps remarkably lacks in both stringency and
comprehensiveness compared to the Japanese research. For instance, the Japanese
survey was conducted on 1495 maps from National Museum in France, while ROK
surveyed only 515 pieces at the same venue, which was only about one-third of that by

Japan.

Moreover, Korean presentations of their own surveys tend to combine different names
such as "Oriental Sea", "Sea of Korea" and "East Sea" all in one single category, so that
the fact that the number of maps using the name "East Sea" is next to none does not
stand out. Subsequently, they compared the total number of maps with these three
names to the number of those with the name “Sea of Japan”. The name “Oriental Sea”
and “East Sea” are two individual names that have own origin and meaning respectively,
let alone “Sea of Korea” and “East Sea”. “Oriental Sea” indicates the “Oriental Sea
viewed from Western Countries”, while “East Sea” refers to “Eastern coast of Korean

Peninsula”.

Japan and its people believe the forthcoming decisions should be based on international
rules and the historical grounds.

As mentioned above, the claim made by ROK is based on false historical perception
without any ground, and there is no room for challenging that the only internationally
established name is “Sea of Japan”.

Nevertheless, organizations such as the Northeast Asian History Foundation, a part of
ROK Government, and the Korea’s Society for East Sea annually hold “Seminar on
‘East Sea’ notation” and invite the members of the United Nations Group of Experts on
Geographical Names (UNGEGN) and IHO to advertise that the name “East Sea”
precedes the Nativity. When the U. S. and U.K. confirmed its position to support the
sole use of the “Sea of Japan”, Korean-American Association of Virginia collected 25,000
signatures to submit a petition to use the name “East Sea” in textbooks instead of “Sea
of Japan” to White House.

Still, we believe that the number of the petitioners is of no importance, but what must
be considered is the verification of
1. Whether renaming “the Sea of Japan” to “East Sea” is in accordance with the rules
of ITHO
2. Whether ROK asserts on reasonable historical grounds.

As a legislator of Japan, I would greatly appreciate it if The United States Government



would carefully examine the aforementioned points.

The naming of the sea, which relates to international rules, should be established based
on the historical facts and through a lawful procedure. I firmly believe that the
government of The United States and all the associated nation of the IHO will make

truthful, fair and objective judgment.

* Historical study was conducted by Professor Masao Shimojo of the International
Department of Takushoku-University. Surveys of historical maps were conducted by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and others. Other information was acquired through

the internet. Produced by Yoshitaka Shindo, Member of the House of Representatives
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